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NOVEMBER  MEETING:  The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Association 
will  be  held  on  Thursday  evening,  12th  inst.,  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the 
Public  Library,  corner  McAllister  and  Larkin  Sts.  Take  elevator  to  third 
floor.  Car  lines  No.  5 or  No.  19. 

The  feature  of  the  evening  will  be  an  address  by  Mrs.  J.  T.  Allen,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Cooper  Ornithological  Club,  on  the  subject:  “Birding  along 
Archaeological  Trails”,  illustrated  with  lantern  slides  and  photographs. 

Mrs.  Allen  has  recently  returned  from  a year’s  sojourn  in  Athens  and 
members  of  the  Association  will  be  happy  to  greet  her  again  at  our  meetings. 
Visitors  will  be  made  welcome. 

¥ * * 

NOVEMBER  FIELD  TRIP  will  be  taken  on  Sunday,  November  15th, 
to  the  University  Campus,  Berkeley.  Saif  Francisco  members  will  take  8:40 
a.  m.  Key  Route  boat,  transfen'ing  to  “Berkeley”  train  at  mole,  and  ride  to 
end  of  line  at  University  and  Shattuck  Avenues,  where  party  will  form  upon 
arrival  of  train  at  9:20  a.  m.  East  Bay  members  may  reach  this  point  by 
either  College,  Telegraph,  Shattuck  or  Grove  cars.  Bring  lunch  and  canteens. 

¥ ¥ ¥ 

PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  OCTOBER  MEETING:  The  one  hundred- 
fifth  regular  meeting  of  the  Association  was  held  on  October  Stli,  in  the 
Assembly  Hall  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library,  with  President  Kibbe  in 
the  chair;  Mrs.  Kibbe,  Acting  Secretary;  twelve  members  and  five  guests 
present. 

Miss  Pettit  reported  that  Mr.  Rea  had  kindly  consented  that  a poster, 
carrying  notice  of  Association  meetings,  should  be  placed  in  the  library,  but 
arrangements  for  making  same  had  not  yet  been  perfected.  Miss  Pettit  also 
reported  that  Superintendent  Gwynn,  of  the  San  Francisco  schools,  had 
approved  the  insertion  of  notices  of  Association  meetings  and  field  trips  in 
the  Teachers  Bulletins  issued  from  his  office.  Miss  Pettit  suggested  that 
efforts  should  be  made  to  accomplish  a like  result  in  Berkeley  and  Oakland 
schools  and  Mrs.  Kibbe  volunteered  to  ascertain  what  might  be  done  in  this 
connection. 

A letter  of  Mrs.  Ynes  Mexia,  from  Mazatlan,  describing  her  voyage  to 
that  city,  was  read. 

The  feature  of  the  evening  consisted  of  a most  interesting  talk  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Dixon,  Economic  Mammologist,  Museum  of  Vertebrate  Zoology  and 
Past  Honorary  President  of  the  Association,  who  is  engaged  with  Dr.  Grin- 
nell  in  securing  data  upon  the  biota  of  a cross-section  of  the  Lassen  country. 
Mr.  Dixon  had  for  his  subject,  “The  Birds  of  Eagle  Lake,  Lassen  County”, 
and  his  talk  was  profusely  illustrated  with  slides  made  from  a remarkably 
fine  set  of  his  photographs. 
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Eagle  Lake  is  a body  of  fresh  water,  about  fifteen  miles  in  length,  with 
an  average  width  of  about  three  miles,  lying  some  fifteen  miles  northwest  of 
Susanville,  the  county*  seati  of  Lassen  county,  at  a surface  elevation  of  5,115 
feet.  On  the  northeasterly  side,  Fredonyer  Peak  rises  to  a height  of  8,000 
feet.  On  the  southerly  and  westerly  sides,  the  ridges  reach  an  elevation  of 
about  7,000  feet.  The  predominant  forest  growth  is  the  Jeffrey  pine. 

The  lake  lies  in  a lava  rock  formation,  with  no  natural  outlet  at  normal 
level.  Water  has  ordinarily  been  lost  through  seepage  and  evaporation,  and 
the  surface  has  of  recent  years  been  rising  gradually.  In  the  course  of  the 
last  forty  years,  large  pines  have  been  drowned  out,  so  that  the  forest 
growths  along  the  edge  of  the  lake  show  a considerable  belt  of  dead  trees. 
The  lake,  however,  has  been  tapped  by  a tunnel  for  supplying  communities 
below  and  the  level  has  been  reduced  to  such  an  extent  as  to  lay  bare  a 
wide  belt  of  mud,  wider  than  the  belt  of  dead  trees. 

The  lowering  of  the  lake  surface  has  also  rendered  former  islands  ac- 
cessible from  adjacent  land  for  coyotes,  raccoons,  etc.,  and  birds  formerly 
nesting  there  have  abandoned  these  localities.  The  outlook  from  the  stand- 
point of  a breeding  ground  has  also  been  darkened  by  a real  estate  project 
for  establishing  summer  colonies  of  vacationists  and  the  inrush  of  people 
will  doubtless  drive  away  many  of  the  resident  birds  or  late  nesters. 

The  lake  was  named  in  recognition  of  the  numerous  bald  eagles  which 
nested  in  the  vicinity,  while  100  or  more  of  these  splendid  birds  will  appear 
in  winter  time  to  prey  upon  the  mudhens  which  are  doomed  when  the  lake 
freezes  over.  The  especial  feature  of  the  1925  trip  was  the  discovery  of  an 
eagle’s  nest  in  a tall  dead  pine  on  the  lake  shore.  The  female  was  assiduous 
in  caring  for  the  young  and  remained  on  the  job  from  early  morn  to  dewy 
eve,  without  food.  About  six  o’clock,  the  male  would  come  in  with  fish  and, 
after  circling  above  the  tree,  would  fly  over  and  drop  the  catch  into  the  nest. 
The  female  would  make  caustic  remarks  if  the  fish  missed  the  nest,  and 
neither  bird  attempted  to  recover  fish  from  ground,  but  she  was  a good 
pal  and  went  like  a flash  to  the  relief  of  her  mate  when  he  was  beset  by  a 
flock  of  harrying  ospreys.  A very  notable  feature  was  the  large  number  of 
nesting  ospreys,  who  made  it  their  business  to  make  life  a burden  to  the 
male  eagle. 

Farallon  cormorants  were  nesting  about  in  considerable  numbers,  with 
perhaps  250  nests  in  the  colonies.  One  of  the  views  showed  a number  of 
nests  in  one  of  the  large  dead  pines,  with  great  blue  herons  for  neighbors 
and  a number  of  turkey  vultures  roosting  above,  hoping  for  the  death  of 
young  cormorants.  On  rocky  islets  the  pelicans  were  nesting,  the  contrast 
between  black  primaries  and  other  feathers  making  the  birds  very  prominent. 

Other  breeders  were  American  mergansers,  in  broken-off  tops  of  high 
trees;  three  pairs  of  Canada  geese;  numbers  of  pintails,  while  ring-necked 
ducks  finished  their  business  and  departed  about  June  first.  Land  birds  were 
fairly  plentiful.  Sage  chickens  are  doomed  unless,  better  protection  is  af- 
forded them.  Grouse  were  nesting  back  up  on  the  ridges.  Wright  fly- 
catchers were  common  in  the  lilacs.  Cabanis  and  white-headed  woodpeckers, 
hermit  thrushes  and  fox  sparrows  were  busy,  one  of  the  latter  having  built 
in  a lilac,  a foot  above  ground.  Blackbirds  were  there,  Brewers  and  red- 
wings. Of  the  birds  associated  with  water,  the  tule  wrens  appeared  to  be 
suffering  the  least  inconvenience  of  all. 

The  pictures  were  exquisite.  One  snow  picture  was  obtained  and  a fine 
moonlight  photograph  was  secured  with  a two  minute  exposure.  The  nature 
of  habitat  was  well  exhibited  and  the  lecture  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  all 
present. 
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LOWER  KLAMATH  LAKE 

The  time  has  come  when  systematic  and  persistent  efforts  must  be  made 
to  secure  the  restoration  of  water  to  this  despoiled  area.  The  record  is  clear 
as  to  the  futility  of  attempting  to  develop  agriculture  over  the  drained  area 
in  any  reasonably  beneficial  chiracter  or  degree,  while  the  evidence  of  acute 
damage  and  loss  in  the  respect  of  bird  life  which  formerly  abounded  there, 
keeps  accumulating. 

Lower  Klamath  Lake  has  been  drained  and  partly  burned-over,  and  the 
sole,  benefit  accrued  is  an  insignificant  crop  of  rye  grass  on  one-half  of  one 
per  cent  of  the  80,000  acres  which  formerly  comprised  one  of  the  very  best 
marsh  breeding  grounds  to  be  found  in  the  country.  Tule,  cr  Rhett,  Lake,  a 
short  distance  southeast,  has  been  destroyed,  and  the  water  in  Malheur  Lake 
has  stood  at  an  exceedingly  low  level  during  the  season  just  past.  Vast  num- 
bers of  ducks  and  other  water  fowl  have  been  dying  at  the  same  time,  as  a 
result  of  these  conditions.  The  warden  at  Malheur  Lake  reports  that  millions 
of  ducks  have  been  lost. 


One  year  ago,  we  were  congratulating  ourselves  upon  the  decision,  of  the 
Reclamation  Department  to  open  the  gates  of  the  dike  along  the  Klamath 
river  and  let  the  water  back  into  the  Lake,  but  the  promoters  of  the  project 
sought  and  obtained  delay  by  appeals  to  their  congressmen  for  another  in- 
vestigation. Three  experts  were  appointed,  and  another  investigation  was 
made  and  their  report  included  a recommendation  that  the  lake  should  be 
reflooded.  This,  however,  was  coupled  with  a suggestion  that  a levee  or  dike 
be  built  across  the  northern  part  of  the  reservation.  There  is  no  definite 
plan  for  such  a levee,  nor  any  funds  available  for  its  construction,  nor,  it 
may  be  said,  any  assurance  of  benefit  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  such  an 
undertaking,  while  the  country  is  suffering  the  loss  of  thousands  upon 
thousands  of  dollars  annually,  in  demonstrated  value  of  the  crop  of  water 
fowl  which  was  formerly  raised  over  this  area  and  which  would  soon  be 
developed  again  as  an  esthetic,  as  well  as  a commercial  asset,  not  to  mention 
the  matter  of  keeping  faith  in  the  respect  of  the  Migratory  Game  Bird 
Treaty. 


The  money  that  was  spent  in  this  reclamation  project  is  lost  and  gone 
forever.  The  land  that  is  being  cultivated  is  less  in  area  than  one  small 
ranch.  There  is  no  prospect  of  beneficial  agricultural  use  of  any  portion  of 
the  despoiled  breeding  grounds.  Every  season  through  which  this  area  is 
suffered  to  remain  in  its  present  condition  is  adding  enormously  to  the  irrep- 
arable losses  of  the  past.  It  is  for  us  who  are  comparatively  close  at  hand 
and  who  therefore  enjoy  some  reasonable  sense  of  perspective  in  this  matter, 
to  do  everything  in  our  power  to  bring  about  a stoppage  of  this  lamentable 
loss  and  the  restoration  of  former  conditions,  to  the  benefit  of  all  concerned. 


* * * 


A.  S.  Kibbe. 


BOOK  NOTICES 

Sand  Dunes  and  Salt  Marshes.  By  Charles  Wendell  Townsend.  Boston. 
L.  C.  Page  & Co.  10  + 311  pp.,  frontispiece  and  93  other  half-tone  illus- 
trations. $3.50. 

This  is  a new  edition,  April,  1925,  of  Dr.  Townsend’s  earlier  accounts  of 
conditions  and  occurrences  in  the  vicinity  of  Ipswich,  Massachusetts,  of  the 
same  general  and  delightful  character  as  those  in  “Beach  Grass”,  which 
made  its  appearance  in  September,  1923.  Anyone  who  has  read  either  of 
these  books  will  wish  to  have  them  together  in  his  or  her  library. 

Field  Book  of  Birds  of  Southwestern  United  States.  By  Luther  E.  Wyman 
and  Elizabeth  F.  Burnell.  Houghton,  Mifflin  & Co.  306  pp.  $3.50. 
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This  is  a neat  and  compact  handbook  of  the  size  of  the  Putnam  hand- 
books, thus  being  readily  carried  in  the  pocket.  Opening  it  at  any  point,  one 
finds  on  the  left  page  the  A.  O.  U.  and  colloquial  names  of  each  bird,  with  a 
concise  description  and  field  identification  marks.  On  the  right  page,  op- 
posite, is  a black  and  white  sketch  of  each  bird,  with  data  on  occurrence. 

Broadly  speaking,  the  territory  specifically  covered  includes  southern 
California,  Nevada  and  Arizona,  but  for  an  observer  desiring  such  a book, 
it  will  be  useful  for  considerable  areas  contiguous  with  its  limits.  Mr. 
Wyman  is  President  of  the  southern  section  of  the  Cooper  Ornithological 
Club  and  Miss  Burnell  is  Assistant  Director  of  Nature  Study  in  the  Los 
Angeles  schools. 

* * * 


OCTOBER  FIELD  TRIP  was  taken  on  Sunday,  Oct.  11th,  to  Lake 
Merced.  The  day  was  beautiful,  with  fog  enough  in  the  air  to  make  walking 
delightful.  The  party  skirted  the  west  and  south  shores  of  the  North  Lake 
and  lunched  on  the  ridge  between  lakes.  Thence,  around  west  and  south 
sides  of  South  Lake  and  out  as  usual  past  Broderick-Terry  duelling  ground 
to  Daly  City. 

The  features  of  the  day  were  furnished  by  two  adult  western  grebes, 
which  were  busily  engaged  in  feeding  a young  bird,  thus  affording  evidence 
substantiating  the  conviction  that  they  had  nested  on  the  lake;  and  the 
excessive  tameness  of  the  phalaropes  which  would  all  but.  come  up  to  us  as 
we  watched  them  foraging  along  shore. 


Birds  encountered  were:  Western  grebe  family,  eared  and  pied-billed 

grebes;  common  loon,  western  and  California  gulls  on  the  lake  and  a lone 
Heermann  gull  on  the  bay;  cormorant,  pintail  harem  or  family,  canvasback 
and  hundreds  of  ruddies;  great  blue  heron,  black-crowned  heron,  Virginia 
rail,  coot  and  many  northern  phalaropes;  kildeer,  marsh,  sharp-shinned  and 
sparrow  hawks;  hummer,  black  phoebe,  horned  lark,  bi-colored  redwing  and 
meadowlark;  Brewer  blackbird,  linnet,  willow  and  green-backed  goldfinches 
and  Nuttall  sparrow;  junco,  song  sparrow,  fox  sparrow,  San  Francisco 
towhee  and  Audubon  warbler;  Pacific  salt  marsh  yellowthroat,  Vigors  and 
tule  wrens,  and  chickadee;  hermit  thrush,  robin  and  bluebird  (?).  Forty- 
two  species. 


Members  in  attendance  were:  Mesdemoiselles  Olive  Burroughs  and 

Cohen;  Mrs.  and  Mr.  Kibbe,  and  Eric  Jacobs. 


A.  S.  Knu?E. 
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